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LATE HIS MAJESTY SULTAN
QABOOS BIN SAID
“MAY HE REST IN PEACE”

HIS MAJESTY SULTAN
HAITHAM BIN TARIQ
“MAY GOD PROTECT HIM”

His Highness speech sayyid

Bilarab bin Haitham bin Tarik Al Said
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It is with great pleasure, in this special day, to announce
to all the Omani youth of the blessing and approval of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, may Allah protect him,
to launch the Bilarab bin Haitham Architectural Design
Award. Indeed, His Majesty believes that these young
Omanis have the capabilities and vitalities that can; from
their own ideas, proposals and perceptions, contribute
to adding creative aesthetic touches and attractive
architectural elements to any part of the environment, in
a way that contributes to achieving the great aspirations
of Oman 2040 vision.
Here, I would like to invite the youth of the Sultanate of
Oman to unleash their ideas and imaginations, benefiting
from the knowledge and skills they have acquired, and
equipped with their passion and enthusiasm to take the
initiative to participate in this competition and present
their best ideas aimed primarily at the advancement of
their country, assuring them that their perceptions will be
the subject of interest and appreciation, and it will receive
its share of study and analysis by the jury or committee
that has been entrusted with the work of sorting and
evaluating these perceptions in all impartiality and
complete transparency. We assure you the same time that
this award will be continued in multiple cycles, targeting
each year a different style and a different location among
the governorates of the Sultanate of Oman.
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ABOUT THE AWARD
Bilarab Bin Haitham Award for Architectural Design comes in line
with the future vision and aspirations of the Sultanate of Oman
in developing its different regions architecturally. It also comes
in accordance with their geographical environment and cultural
identity, and related to the development taking place in the field
of architecture and design around the world.
Moreover, this award is concerned with the launch of an annual
local competition with a global vision, aiming to compete for the
design and innovation of unique architectural projects in certain
regions in the Sultanate of Oman with a distinctive architectural
character that combines originality and modernity and can be
adopted on the ground.
The award also seeks to exploit the environmental and terrain
diversity of the Sultanate of Oman in its various regions and
governorates, where different topics will be presented in the
architectural design from year to year targeting a specific
architectural theme and a specific region or governorate.

8

VISION
Towards an innovative and contemporary
Omani architectural style.

MISSION
Investing and empowering the national architectural
capabilities and skills to develop different regions in
the Sultanate of Oman that contribute to achieving
an added value.
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES OF THE AWARD

1

Achieving the aspirations of Oman’s Vision 2040 to
establish environmentally and friendly touristic and
entertaining areas that provide attractions to the
public and contribute to raising the quality of life in
the Sultanate of Oman.

Investing the knowledge and skills of Omani
youth specialized in the field of architecture and
engineering design, and empowering their practical
and technical capabilities to have an impact and
added value to society.

2

Creating investment opportunities for owners of
small and medium enterprises SME by contributing
to the operation of the award-winning projects, and
providing them with appropriate services.
3

Investing some untapped lands in the Sultanate
of Oman and transforming them into integrated
tourism and entertainment destinations.
4

5
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Providing tourism and investment planning sectors
with ideas and plans for modern and innovative projects
that are applicable on the ground, and providing the
opportunity for real estate development companies in
the Sultanate to adopt some of these projects.

TARGET GROUPS AND PARTICIPATION

This competition targets Omani youth specialized in the fields of
architecture, design and urban planning. The age of the participant
should not be more than 35 years, including job seekers and
students who are passionate about the topic of the competition.

The regulations and mechanism of participating in the
competition will be as follows:

1

2

INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATION: Omani youth who
meet the conditions of participation can participate
individually, by presenting a specific idea that a young
man or woman will adopt and submit according to
the requirements of the competition.

COLLECTIVE PARTICIPATION: A group of young
people can participate as a (team) with no more
than three members, so that the participants can
collectively submit their proposal bearing the names
of the team members, while adhering to the same
conditions stipulated in the competition.
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STAGES OF EVALUATING ENTRIES OR
PARTICIPATIONS BY THE AWARD JUDGMENT
COMMITTEE.

2

1

Stage of receiving
all entries or
participations.

Stage of presenting
and evaluating of the
qualified projects.

3
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Stage of the initial
sorting out of entries
and selecting the best
10 projects.

Stage of
announcing the
winning projects.
4

CONTEST TERMS
AND CONDITIONS
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1.

Participation is limited to young Omani professionals in the fields of
architecture, design and urban planning who are under 35 years old.

2.

The participant should be familiar with the architectural design and
presentation programs, and be able to deal with them to show and
design the idea of his project.

3.

The participants must submit a summary of their project, not
exceeding 500 words, including the most important technical and
engineering details of the project.

4.

The idea of the proposed project must be creative, innovative and
feasible in the environment of the Sultanate of Oman, and in line
with the identity and values of the Omani society, in addition to its
relevance to the nature and geography of the proposed location.

5.

The idea of the project should be clear in all its aspects and supported
by illustrations.

6.

The participant must take into account the elements of sustainability
in the project, with the need to focus on clean energy and build the
idea and designs of the project to make it environmentally friendly.

7.

The participant must prepare the design with maximum creativity
and fulfil all the requirements of the competition, and deliver all the
required outputs or the work required during the course of all stages
of the competition on time, providing that electronic soft copies are
delivered in addition to the hard copies.

8.

The participant must submit the analytical diagrams of the general
site, the design idea of the project, in addition to illustrations of the
design in real dimensions.

9.

The participant must submit the presentation to the committee if it
is one of the projects qualified for this stage, provided that it adheres
to the agreed date.
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SPECIAL CONTROLS:
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}

The rights of the winning project revert to the Bilarab Bin
Haitham Award for Architectural Design, and the Office has the
absolute right to assign it or implement it in any way it deems
appropriate.

}

The Award Office has the right to reject any project and
withhold any award without giving reasons. It also has the right
to postpone the competition, or stop it in any circumstance that
calls for it.

}

If a participant plagiarizes the idea of a particular project or
appropriates another person›s idea; The Award Office will not
bear any responsibility or legal liability in this matter, and may
disqualify any participant who commits such abuse.

}

Each proposal or idea submitted is considered with specific
preferential criteria that correspond to the nature of the
proposal and the extent of its innovation and creativity.

DESIGN BRIEF

1. Design Scope
The aim of this competition is to invite designers and architects
to propose creative landmark design that represents Oman’s
journey from renaissance period to future vision. A landmark that
improves the spatial value and enhances ‘place-making’ qualities
of the area.
2. Location
The proposed design area is around 7,500 sqm of land area
between Muttrah Fish market and sea front. The specific location
of the landmark shall be proposed by the participating teams.
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3. Selection Criteria
The landmark will be chosen by esteemed five-member jury on aspects that
include:

Artistic
merits

Buildability

Impact and
relevance to
the context
in which it is
installed

How well it
represents
Oman’s
journey from
renaissance
period to future
vision.

Environmental
impact of the
landmark

4. Competition Schedule and Submission Requirements

There are 3 major phases in this competition
Initial Concept: In which the participants submit their initial concept with
proper drawings and illustrations. It is participants’ responsibility to make
sure that their representations are successfully convey their concept.
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After this stage only 10 teams are chosen to proceed further, based on
mentioned selection criteria

•

Initial Review: The chosen teams develop detailed technical drawings
and professional 3d representations to be presented to jury members
in a face-to-face initial review session, in which feedback is given to the
participants to further improve their design proposals.

•

Final Submission: Based on their initial review, teams revise their
proposals and submit their final design.

Schedule

5 Feb 2022

Submission

Initial
Concept

Requirement
•

3 A3 sheets (with clear
representation of initial concept)

•

Short concept description (max.
200 words)

Submit single PDF file

27 Feb 2022

12 March 2022

Initial
Review

Final
Submission

•

3 A1 sheets (with accurate technical
representation and details)

Submit single PDF file
•

3 A1 sheets (with accurate technical
representation and details)

•

Animation video

Submit high resolution sheets along
with separate file for animation video
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For registration & more information
please visit the award website

www.bha.om

Thank you

bha.om

BilarabHA

